
October 18, 2023

Mr. Randy Moore
Chief, United States Forest Service
Sidney R. Yates Federal Building
201 14th St SW
Washington, DC 20227

Dear Chief Moore:

As you know, the United States Forest Service (Forest Service) has planned multiple
prescribed burns in New Mexico over the coming weeks. I am concerned that the Forest Service
might not use infrared drones during its upcoming prescribed burns in my district. New
Mexicans rightfully distrust the Forest Service after three escaped prescribed burns in 2022
resulted in the destruction of 387,340 acres and hundreds of homes and the upheaval of tens of
thousands of lives. I urge the Forest Service to immediately commit to use infrared drones for all
future prescribed burns in New Mexico.

In a hearing before the House Natural Resources Committee on April 26, 2023, you
committed to me to use infrared drones at every prescribed burn the Forest Service conducts in
New Mexico. However, at a recent public meeting on October 13, 2023 Forest Service staff
informed my constituents that the Forest Service does not have enough infrared drones to use at
every prescribed burn in New Mexico.

It would be absolutely unacceptable for the Forest Service to fail to use these drones in
New Mexico. That would undermine the credibility of the Forest Service. You have an
obligation to rebuild the trust of New Mexican communities devastated by your agency’s past
negligence. We cannot have another prescribed fire escape or another pile burn lay dormant for
months. I appreciate the use of handheld infrared technology at prescribed burns. However, the
handheld technology is insufficient. Firefighters and USFS personnel can use drones to access
places that are difficult or impossible to reach on foot. New Mexicans deserve to feel safe in their
homes knowing that the Forest Service will use every available technology to make sure the fire
is out.
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I request that you answer the following questions regarding Forest Service use of infrared
drones.

1. Will you commit to use infrared drones at every prescribed burn in New Mexico from
now on?

2. Have infrared drones been used at every prescribed burn in New Mexico since the
Hermit’s Peak/Calf Canyon Fire?

3. How many infrared drones does the Forest Service currently have?
4. How many infrared drones does the Forest Service need to ensure there is a drone at

every prescribed burn and wildfire?
5. How much additional funding does the Forest Service require to make sure it has a

sufficient number of infrared drones as well as adequately trained personnel to operate
them?

Sincerely,

Teresa Leger Fernández
Member of Congress
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